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Unit Six 
 

 

Career Essay:   A career essay is an essay that describes your career 
goals and vision. It also describes the steps you will take to achieve 
your goals. The students discussed what they learned so far about 
themselves and how this information supports their goals.  

To Do:  Take a look at your student’s completed career essay.  Give 
them some feedback on their writing.   

• Was it easy to read and understand? 
• Did they clearly outline their career plans? 
• Have them tell you about their career goals?  Make sure their 

spoken words reflect their written words! 

 

“I am convinced that every effort must be made in childhood 
to teach the young to use their own minds. For one thing is 
sure: If they don't make up their minds, someone will do it for 
them.”  Quote by Eleanor Roosevelt 

The Power of the Pen!  

Well, with our students, not actually a 
“pen or pencil” but a more like the 
power of the computer.  The written 
word is a very powerful display of a 
person’s thoughts and can present a 
very descriptive image to the reader.  The art of writing 
creates a picture of who you are.  You make an impression 
whether in an e-mail or an essay.  Writing sends a message to 
the person reading it.   In this unit, your student had an 
opportunity to tell their story.  They told their story by writing a 
career essay. 

 
Student reflection in this unit: 
 
 Now ask yourself: When an employer reads your 

resume, or someone at a college reads your 
application and essay, what do you want that 
message to be? 

  

 

Then & Now 

Writing communication was 
only by hand writing letters. 

 

Now there are many methods 
of communicating the written 
word. 

   
 Formal 
 Informal 
 Resume 
 Text message 
 Cover letter 
 Facebook post 
 Job application 
 Email to a friend 
 College application 
 Blog post 
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Positive Focus 

Decision Making 

By the time your student reaches middle school your influence 
and advice is not as important as their peer group.  Impulsivity 
and living in the moment rule their decisions.  But, allowing them 
to make these decisions will help them grow and become 
independent thinkers!  Give them a supportive environment by 
stepping back and taking a deep breath.  Here are some 
questions you can offer your students as they are on their way to 
making career and college decisions! 

Why do you want to do this?  
What will the outcomes be? Or options be?  
Where will you end up short term and long term? 
Who is benefitting?  Their friends, your parents, or you? 

 

 

 

 

  

 
RESOURCES:  

https://www.ohiohighered.org/students - This a website for Ohio Higher 
Ed University Systems. The student section is all about Ohio campuses and 
information on careers in Ohio.   

http://mappingyourfuture.org/ Mapping Your Future is a national 
collaborative, public-service, nonprofit organization providing career, 
college, financial aid, and financial literacy information and services for 
students, families, and schools. 

http://dictionary.reference.com/ This is a great web resource to look up 
words you may not understand.  In addition, it has a thesaurus that can 
help you to pick just the right word. 
 
Using Microsoft Word:   Tip: You can do a spelling and grammar check 
using the Microsoft Word or another writing application’s software. In 
Microsoft Word, click “Review” at the top of the screen. Then, click 
“Spelling and Grammar.” A box will pop up on your screen and bring 
possible errors to your attention. You can choose to ignore the 
suggestion or make changes. Pay close attention to the suggestions, 
because many times the spelling and grammar check may misinterpret 
what you wrote. 

 

 

 
 

DID YOU KNOW: 
 

Writing to Communicate: 

Before you write anything, you 
must think about who will read 
what you write. What do you 
want their reaction to be? What 
kind of information do they want 
from you? How will you present 
your thoughts and ideas? 

The person or people who will 
read your essay are called the 
audience. For example, in this 
unit your student wrote a career 
essay for potential employers or 
college admissions personnel. 
They are your audience. This 
means that your writing needs to 
be formal. 

Formal writing means that you 
should pay attention to your 
spelling, grammar, and 
punctuation. 

These things should be as correct 
as possible. You should also avoid 
using slang or informal language. 
Formal writing is professional 
writing. It is the kind of writing that 
lets someone at a company 
know that you are qualified for 
the job. It also lets someone on a 
college entrance board know 
why you should be admitted to 
that school. 
 

Need more information about 
EnvisionIT or want to give us feedback 

Send an email to Heather or Marie @ 
enitconsultants@gmail.com or check out our 

Blog @ 
http://envisionitparent.wordpress.com/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Communication is the key to all relationships and 

relationships lead to employment! 

https://www.ohiohighered.org/students
http://mappingyourfuture.org/
http://dictionary.reference.com/

